PREFACE
This volume covers the period from August 1918 to July 1919,
a half-year pf enforced rest for Gandhiji followed by another of
stormy developments which drew him into the thick of the national
struggle. What led to this unexpectedly sudden assumption of
national leadership by Gandhiji was the Rowlatt legislation of
February-March 1919, followed by the indiscriminate shooting of
unarmed men and women in a meeting in Amritsar on the even-
ing of 13th April, 1919. The Jallianwala Bagh tragedy, as the
gruesome incident has come to be known, and its aftermath hurt
the nation's self-respect deeply and transformed a constitutional
agitation for modest political rights into a massive national struggle
relying increasingly on popular sanctions. Gandhiji embodied in
his person the wounded feelings of the nation and its will to assert
self-respect, and sought to give the national awakening a positive
character by educating the people in the principles of satyagraha.
This volume presents the beginnings of his epic effort and thus
introduces the Gandhian era in Indian history.
It opens with "Speech at Surat" (1-8-1918), which logically
belongs to the preceding two months, covered in Vol. XIV, during
which Gandhiji went touring Gujarat, and in particular Kheda
district, in a strenuous effort to help the Government, with recruits.
The consequent strain brought on the first serious and prolonged
illness of his life. "The period from the middle of August 1918 to
the end of January 1919 must have been a time of much physical
suffering and pain for him. One day, on October 1, 1918, as
Mahadev Desai records in his Diary, he was "at death's door".
The Ashram inmates gathered round him and recited his favourite
verses from the second chapter of the Gita, Relief came with a
surgical operation in January 1919.
This period of six months, uneventful politically, is rich in
revelations of the gentle humanity of Gandhiji. With unaffected
truthfulness, he accepted the illness as the consequence of his own
lapses and submitted to it in patience. His peace of mind and
serenity remained unaffected by the physical suffering, which he
regarded with detachment of spirit, and there followed a certain
relaxation of the will which is something more than the experience
common to most during a time of convalescence. In a letter to
Maganlal Gandhi, he speaks of his discovery of ."the principle